ICSG Principal Designer Working Group
Questions about how Principal Designer (BR) role and duties are understood in industry

The aim of this questionnaire is to surface how the role of the Principal Designer as described in the Building Regulations / Building Safety Act is being understood and interpreted in industry. 
This will be circulated to members of the ICSG Principal Designer Working Group, other SLG chairs and other industry colleagues. Any outputs of this work will be anonymised. 
Please return this questionnaire to Hassan.Ahmed@tethion.co.uk / hanna.clarke@constructionproducts.org.uk by COP 13 February 2026.
Please fill in as many or as few of the answers as you are able, and where possible give examples and citations of legislation to help inform your answers:

About you:
	What kind of organisation do you represent?
(e.g. consultant, architect, contractor, QS, manufacturer, professional body, trade association, insurance, legal, individual view etc – not an exhaustive list)

	



About the Principal Designer (Building Regulations / Building Safety Act) role:
	#
	Question
	Your interpretation and any observations of how other interpretations within industry, clients etc.

	1
	What are the role and duties of the Principal Designer (BR), as set out in relevant legislation?  
	

	2
	Should the Principal Designer (BR) be a designer? If so why / why not?

This answer may include whether it is clear within the regulations what a “designer” is. 
	

	3
	What do clients understand the role of the Principal Designer (BR) to be?
	

	4
	To carry out the role of Principal Designer (BR), what level of control is needed in practice?
	

	5
	Does contract form have an impact on the practical undertaking of the role of Principal Designer (BR)?
	

	6
	Does order or timing of appointment have an impact on the practical undertaking of the role of Principal Designer (BR)?
	

	7
	When an organisation is taking on the role of Principal Designer (BR), is there clarity about who can be the designated individual?
	

	8
	To what extent does the designated individual of an organisation taking on the role of Principal Designer (BR) have personal accountability and liability?
	

	9
	To what extent is it the Principal Designer(BR) accountable to ensure that the design work of others is compliant with the Building Regulations? 
	

	10
	Is it the Principal Designer’s (BR) responsibility to provide Building Regulations guidance to other designers and dutyholders, and to act in an advisory capacity on Building Regulations matters in order to fulfil the role? 
	

	11
	To extent is the Principal Designer (BR) responsible for assessing or confirming the competence of other designers?
	

	12
	Has the regulated role of the Registered Building Inspector had any impact on how the role of Principal Designer is perceived within industry?
	

	13
	Are industry and clients clear about the differences between the Principal Designer (BR) and the Principal Designer (CDM)?

Are there any challenges presented by the similarity in title, or assumptions about how the PD BR will operate because of how the PD CDM has operated?
	

	14
	Is the role of the Principal Designer (BR) clear at all stages of a project?
	

	15
	Is it clear how the role of the Principal Designer (BR) may differ for different types of buildings / projects e.g. HRB, complex projects, other projects?

A “complex building” is as defined under Regulation 46A(5) of the Building Regulations 2010.
	

	16
	Are there any examples of where a lack of clarity regarding the role of Principal Designer (BR) is leading to market disadvantage or project disruption? 
	

	17
	Are there any other areas of challenge in understanding the role of Principal Designer (BR)?
	



