Location

The site is located on land to the South of Gas House Lane, Morpeth,
Northumberland NE61 1TA. The town centre location is extremely well
connected to local public transport links and access to local car parking
across the town centre. The proposals include for the remodelling of the
existing Terrace Car Park with a slight increase in the provision of on street
parking to Gas House Lane. A new dedicated staff car park has been pro-
vided to the east of the new building. Coach drop off is via a designated
bay on Gas House Lane to the North.

Concept

The brief requirements established a floor area of circa 5,800sgm, creating
a mass virtually double in size of the existing Riverside Leisure Centre on

a substantially restricted site in terms developable footprint. It was there-
fore necessary to arrange the built form over 3 floors, with the top floor
set back from the prominent elevations to minimise the overall height and
mass.

The Strategic Moves of ‘layering’ and ‘elevational gradation’ allow the
mass to be broken down into a series of vertical elements which respond
to the urban context to the north and the riverside context to the south.
The western elevation which faces the town centre approach can be clear-
ly identified as a four elements each with a distinctive character in terms
of form and materiality. Robust masonry forms address the urban context
to the left, which are incrementally broken down to articulate a
substantially transparent volume to the riverside elevation to the right
(see below)
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For swimmers who intend to use both the pools and spa, a stair centred
in the north of the building allows for an expedient route between ground
floor wet space and 1st floor spa zone.
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A multitude of classroom sizes, provides flexibility in class sizes and offers
peaceful views over all directions of Morpeth, further enhanced by a roof
terrace.
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