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1. Overview and Rationale
This research explores how Generative AI (GenAI) tools are transforming early-stage design ideation, input modalities, authorship, and cognitive effort in architecture and product/UX design. The study investigates when, how, and why these tools may enhance or constrain creativity and proposes evidence-based strategies for integrating GenAI into design workflows.
2. Study Design and Methodology
A validation survey targeting global design professionals, built from Stage 1 insights.
3. Participant Recruitment and Sampling
Participants will be purposively sampled based on discipline (architecture or experience design), professional experience (2–15 years), and diversity in gender, age, and nationality. All will be 18+ and fluent in English. Experience with digital design tools is required; exposure to GenAI is variable. Recruitment will occur through professional networks, public calls, and referrals. Participants will receive an information sheet and consent form in advance.
4. Ethical Considerations
Informed Consent
· Participants will be provided with a Participant Information Sheet and Consent Form (digitally).
· Verbal consent will be reconfirmed at the beginning of each remote session.
· Participants can withdraw at any time without providing a reason.
Anonymity and Confidentiality
· No personally identifying data will be published or shared.
· All data will be anonymized using unique codes. Participant names and emails will be stored separately in encrypted files accessible only to the PI.
Data Security and GDPR Compliance
· All digital data (surveys, recordings, transcripts) will be stored on University of Cambridge secure servers or encrypted external drives.
· File names will not contain participant names.
· Only the research team will have access, using password-protected and two-step authenticated accounts.
· Data will be retained for up to 5 years post-publication and then securely deleted.
Data Collection Tools
· Survey data will be collected via Qualtrics, compliant with GDPR.
· Interviews and screen recordings will be captured through institutionally approved software (Zoom, MS Teams).
· AI accounts used during sessions will be controlled and reset between uses to maintain confidentiality.
5. Dissemination and Impact
Findings will be published in peer-reviewed journals, presented at academic conferences, and summarized in a practical framework for design educators, tool developers, and practitioners.

University of Cambridge – Informed Consent Form
Study Title:
Investigating the Impact of Generative AI and Emerging Technologies on Creative Workflows in Architecture and Product Design
Principal Investigator:
Dr. Matteo Zallio
University of Cambridge, Department of Architecture
Email: mz461@cam.ac.uk
Purpose of the Study:
You are invited to participate in a research study that investigates how architects and designers interact with Generative AI tools during the early stages of the creative design process. The aim is to understand how these technologies influence ideation, creativity, authorship, and decision-making.
Your Involvement:
· You will take part in a short 1o-minutes online survey.
· Your data will be anonymized and used for research and publication purposes only.
Confidentiality and Data Use:
· Your data will be stored securely and anonymized for analysis.
· Any identifiable information will be removed in all publications or presentations.
Voluntary Participation:
· Your participation is voluntary, and you may withdraw at any point without providing a reason.
· You may decline to answer any question or skip any part of the session.
Consent Declaration:
By ticking the box below, you confirm that:
· You are 18 years or older.
· You have read the Participant Information Sheet.
· You voluntarily agree to participate in the study.
· You understand that the session will be recorded.
☐ I agree to participate in this study.
Name (printed): _____________________
Date: _____________
Signature: _____________________
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